
 1

California Marriage Officiant Guide 
Ministerial Authority: A marriage may be solemnized in California by any of the following 
who is 18 years of age or older: 

A priest, minister, or rabbi of any religious denomination who has been legally or-
dained by a church. As a legally-ordained Marriage Officiant, you are recognized 
by the church and the state as a licensed interfaith minister, and may solemnize 
marriages between any adult couple that has obtained a valid marriage license. 

As long as your ordination remains in good standing, you are permitted to perform wedding cere-
monies and other rites (including memorials, vow renewals and baby-welcoming ceremonies) 
anywhere in California. 

Non-resident Officiants are permitted to serve anywhere in California if 
currently active and in good standing with the church. Officiants, whether 
resident or non-resident, are not required to register with any state, county 
or local agency in California, but must present their credentials upon 
request by any legal authority and/or the parties to the marriage. 

The marriage license must be reviewed by the Marriage Officiant prior to solemnizing the 
marriage. Any person who solemnizes a marriage without first reviewing the license is guilty of a 
misdemeanor (California Penal Code, Section 360). 

Officiants must personally complete the marriage license and return it to the county clerk within 
ten business days after the marriage. California Family Code, Section 359(e), states: “The certifi-
cate of registry shall be returned by the person solemnizing the marriage to the county recorder 
of the county in which the license was issued within ten days after the ceremony.” 

M A R R I A G E  L I C E N S E  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Much of the information below is state law in California; however, this information can vary 
from county to county, and is subject to change. We recommend contacting your local county 
clerk’s office before applying for your marriage license. 
Appointment Suggested: It is recommended that you call the County Clerk’s office or visit their 
website to see if they suggest setting an appointment. You could find yourselves in a long line 
with a lengthy wait without an appointment in some locales. 

ID Requirement: Picture ID required, such as Driver’s License or other valid identification. 
Some counties recommend bringing certified copies of your birth certificates. Know your 
parents’ names, mothers’ maiden name and places of their birth. 

Application Requirement: Both parties to the marriage must appear in person at the time of 
applying. 

Proxy Marriages: Not permitted. 
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Residency Requirement: The parties to the marriage are not required to reside in California. 

Waiting Period: No waiting period; a marriage license may be used immediately. 

Previous Marriages: You must show proof of divorce, death or annulment. You must bring a 
copy of your final divorce decree if you have divorced within 90 days through the past year 
(varies by county.) 

Marriage License Fee: About $80. The fee can vary from county to county, and some counties 
will only accept cash. 

Other Tests: No tests. 

Under Age 18: If either party to the marriage is under the age of 18, at least one of the minor’s 
parents, or a legal guardian, must appear with the couple. Certified copies of birth certificates are 
required. The couple must also schedule an appointment with a counselor, and then appear before 
a Superior Court judge. 

Cousin Marriages: Permitted. Check with local County Clerk for further information. 

Common Law Marriages: Not permitted. 

Same-Gender Marriages: Permitted. 

Valid: A marriage license issued in the State of California is valid for 90 days. The marriage 
license can only be used (solemnized) within the State of California. 

Confidential License: A regular marriage license is a public record. Marriage licenses and Certi-
ficates of Confidential Marriage are only accessible by the parties to the marriage, or by decree 
signed by a Superior Court judge. At least one witness is required to observe the solemnization 
for a regular, public ceremony. No witnesses are required to observe a confidential marriage 
ceremony. A regular license may be used throughout the state. However, the confidential license 
may only be used in the county of issue. The confidential license costs $80 (same as regular 
license).  

Civil Ceremony: Each county offers civil ceremonies performed by a judge or commissioner. 
The cost is approximately $40. For additional information on this service, contact your County 
Clerk’s office. 

For additional information, please visit  

firstnationministry.org/us/california 
 
 

 
The above information is believed to be current and correct, but does not purport to be legal advice, is not all-
inclusive and shall be used only as a guide. Under the terms specified in your ordination, you are solely responsible 
for becoming familiar with and complying to all current laws and regulations in effect within the jurisdiction in 
which you will conduct ceremonies. 






